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NOTES 
 
The next London meeting is on Saturday 13 November.  The Society's Annual General Meeting will be 
held at 12 pm.  After lunch at 2.30pm Pat Rothnie will display Czechoslovakia 1938-1945.   
 
On Saturday 20 November a Regional Meeting will be held at the Leeds Philatelic Society’s Stamp Fair, 
Pudsey Civic Centre, near Leeds at 2.00pm.  For full details please contact Yvonne Wheatley (0113 
2601978).  [NOTE: from 2011 this meeting will be held at the York Stamp Fair with the Austrian Philatelic 
Society.]   
 
The first London meeting in the New Year will be a display by the new Chairman Yvonne Wheatley 
entitled The Stamp Competitions: The Winners and The Losers on Saturday 15 January 2011 at 2.30pm. 
 
The French philatelic journal L’Echo de la Timbrologie, No 1841, June 2010, contains an article on 
pp.70-75 entitled L’émission «résistante» de 1939: mythe et réalité by Professeur Antoine Sidoti of 
Amicale philatélique de Nanterre.   
 
We send best wishes to Robert and Bernice Kingsley on their move to Nottingham. 
 
Opinions expressed in articles in Czechout are the sole responsibility of the author(s), and are 
not necessarily endorsed by the Editor or the Society. 
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Minutes of the Society Summer Meeting held on Saturday 19th June 2010 at the Milward Court 
Day Centre, Wilmot Road, Shoreham-by-Sea. 

 
At 2.30 pm, after a wonderful lunch at the Amsterdam Restaurant in Shoreham, Yvonne Gren welcomed 
24 members and friends to the Society Summer Meeting with 6 apologies for absence being received. 
Yvonne was informed by Rex Dixon that Monograph No. 22 “Postmarks of the SO 1920 Plebiscite” by 
Oldřich Tovačosky and others was now available to members at £13.25 including UK p&p.   
 
The meeting then continued with Yvonne introducing our guest speaker Bryan Hawkins who gave us an 
extremely memorable display of photographs, memorabilia and cartoon caricatures (all drawn by Bryan) 
based around stamps, covers, postcards.  After Bryan’s display Tony Hickey gave a well deserved vote 
of thanks. 
 
This was followed by a Member’s Bourse. 
  
Before closing the day’s activities Yvonne thanked our guest speaker for his remarkable display and 
informed members of the next Society meetings, namely the joint meeting with the Latvian Club in 
Bradford and the London meeting on the 11th September at which Bob Hill will give a display of 
“Liberation 1944/45”.  

Tony Hickey 
 
Joint meeting with the Austrian PS, the Hungarian PS of GB, the Society for Polish Philately in 
GB and the Yugoslavia Study Group at the Latvian Welfare Club, Bradford on Saturday 21st 
August. 2010  
 
Twenty attendees had a grand day out at the Latvian Club thanks to Yvonne Wheatley’s organisation of 
this year’s event.  As in the past, a wide variety of material was displayed with the common Central 
European theme, with a lot of philatelic knowledge imparted, and healthy discussion of problem items. 
The wide range of subjects covered in three morning and three afternoon rounds were: 
 

 Richard Wheatley: Captain Řídký, depicted on the 1945 Czech issue, including personal 
documents 

 Mervyn Benford: Hungarian developed railways and their TPOs now in other countries as a 
result of the Trianon Treaty, including Slovakia, Romania and Yugoslavia. 

 Peter Cybaniak: Scarce Ukrainian revenues from 1918-1922, including their use for postage. 

 Edmund Jagielski: Censorship of mails in the newly formed Poland, 1918-1922, with marks from 
Warsaw and Krakow 

 James Hooper: Civil mail censor offices in Moravia, 1914-1918 

 John Whiteside: Mail in Hungary during the Soviet invasion October 1944 - 1 May 1945 before 
the reopening of the formal post, plus the temporary use of railway station cancellers 

 Malcolm Stockhill: Mail in Poland from 1945-1950 before the change of currency 

 Roger Morrell: Mail in Baranya Province of Hungary under Serbian Occupation, 1919-1921 

 Keith Brandon: Austrian Empire covers that have been redirected 

 Pat Rothnie: Sudetenland mail during the political changes of 1938, including cancellations 
organised by the German Post Office in advance of town takeovers 

 Roger Morrell: German Posthilfstelle (Auxilliary Post Offices) now in Poland and Austria 

 Edward Klempka: Mail to and from Czechs and Poles in the UK during WWII 

 Andy Taylor: Use of Austrian newspaper stamps 

 Martin Brumby: Parcel cards used in Austria during the Anschluss period, rates, charges for 
various services, concessionary rates and Postgutkarten for multiple parcels to the same 
address  

 John Whiteside: Postal charges during the last period of Polish inflation January to May 1924. 

 Garth Taylor: Postal history of Brunn, Moravia, from 1656 up to the 1870s 

 Derek Baron: TPOs running through Olomouc, Moravia 

 Keith Brandon: The Apple Tree of Gablonz (the town crest used on official cancels of revenues) 

 Reg Hounsell: Czech exhibitions, including Karlsbad, Reichenberg and Prag during the Austrian 
period 

 Andy Taylor: Unusual uses of postage dues in Austria 
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With an excellent buffet lunch, refreshments on tap, and tomato box rummaging for those odd little items, 
we all agreed that this joint meeting is THE focused event of the year, and are most grateful to Yvonne 
for not just the organisation but also for preparing the food.  Yvonne countered by saying that we enjoy it 
because we do the work, but it wouldn’t happen without the facilities of Bradford Philatelic Society and 
her willing organisation ably supported by husband Richard. 
 

Roger Morrell 

 BOOK REVIEWS 
 
Nejvzácnější Československé Poštovní Známky by Ludvík Pytlíček (The rarest Czechoslovak stamps). 
154 words including title. 
Reviewed by Robert J Hill. 
 
A bilingual publication of 180 quality colour pages, luxuriously bound and with gold tooled hardback that 
delivers exactly what the title says. 
 
In Czech and well translated English with an introduction by Pavel Pitterman this book sets out to display 
in seven chapters those rarities from the Scout issue onwards until the outbreak of World War II. 
 
Looking just at the 1919 overprints in detail that covers 51 pages, all of the less common stamps are 
shown including some postally used examples and anomalies as well as a potted history of the issue.  
Also covering East Silesia; Hradčany; Chainbreaker; Masaryk and other issues, the five pages on the 
1918 Scout issue is well researched and informative. 
 
This is a good book for those wanting extra information, or for those who would like to see what the 
missing stamps on their own pages look like. 

 
 
 

The 1923 Agriculture & Science Issue CPSGB 
Monograph 23 by Mark Wilson.  A4 29 pages Soft bound 
Illustrated (80 illustrations b/w).  Published 2010.   
Reviewed by Yvonne Wheatley 
 
Mark Wilson describes his monograph as ‘An introduction 
to a most intriguing issue’ which is a fitting description. 
 
Until the publication of this volume the only works of study 
were in the Czech language.  Mark wrote a series of 
articles in The Czechoslovak Specialist and in this book 
he combines these articles with further research.  He has 
done a great service to the English speaker in making 
information on the issue available. 
 
All of the stamp types and subtypes are illustrated and 
described in their own sections.  The issue’s many 
retouches and plate flaws are omitted. 
 
In addition to the descriptions Mark expounds on three 
theories based on his personal research. 
 
The stamps are difficult to study because of lack of 
documentary material and large blocks and full panes are 
almost non-existent. Plating studies are impossible 

because the plates were frequently cut up and reassembled in random order.   With these difficulties to 
face Mark has done an excellent job in attempting to explain the issue.  His painstaking research is a 
great credit to him and an important contribution to every library of Czech philately for which we owe him 
our gratitude. 
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OUR NEXT SOCIETY WEEKEND WILL BE AT YORK ON 15, 16 AND 17 JULY 2011 
 
It is the same weekend as YORK STAMP FAIR so you will have the opportunity to spend the day at the 
fair on the Friday.  The fair opens at 11.00 am and you can stay until 6.00 pm.  We will be staying at the 
Knavesmire Manor Hotel, overlooking the racecourse.    
 
The inclusive costs per room per night will be £160 for a couple attending the meetings and £137 for a 
member with a partner not requiring the conference facilities.  The inclusive cost per night of a single 
room for members will be £99.  Extra nights per room (double or single) £89.  A booking form will 
accompany your December Czechout.  
 
However, the hotel is not large and I have booked some additional rooms at a neighbouring hotel.  
Naturally as it is York Stamp Fair weekend that hotel wants to know how many rooms will be required so 
that the remainder can be released to others attending the Fair. 
 
I would like an indication (non binding) if you would like to come, as soon as possible so I can 
make sure there is enough accommodation.  If you want any further information please contact me.  
My details are on the inside front cover of Czechout. 

Yvonne Wheatley 
York Weekend Organiser 

 
FOR THE THIRD TIME OF ASKING! 

 
Wanted by 2010 Annual General Meeting – New Editor 

 
The Society URGENTLY needs a new Editor to take over as from the next AGM.  He or she will 
need a computer to produce the journal for publication.  The editor also prepares the envelopes 
and pre-stamps these, and the Publication Officer arranges for the printing and posting of the 
journal.  There is at present a plentiful supply of articles still to be published and a number of 
members submit articles throughout the year.   
 
I would like to stress that this ‘job’ is editing and does not require the editor to produce articles 
himself.  If any member contemplating taking this on is concerned that he/she might not have 
sufficient philatelic knowledge, this is not paramount as one can always refer to the author of the 
article for clarification.  
 
Any member who would like to take on this post, please contact the Editor who will be happy to go 
into further detail. The present Editor has enjoyed his time in this post but feels it is ‘time to pass on 
the baton’.  

A NATIONAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY AFTERNOON SEMINAR 
On Wednesday 13 October 2010 1.45 pm 

“HOW TO PUBLISH A SOCIETY JOURNAL” 
by Richard West & David Alford. 

 
The National Philatelic Society organised through the British Postal Museum & Archive with Royal 
Mail are holding a meeting for members and non-members at the Phoenix Centre, Phoenix Place, 
London WC1X 0DL.  There will be a charge of £3 for members and £5 for non-members.  The 
deadline for applications [numbers limited] is Friday 1 October 2010.  Apply to the NPS Hon 
Secretary c/o BPMA, Freeling House, Phoenix Place, London WC1X 0DL or their website 
www.ukphilately.org.uk/nps 
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Publications 
 
 
 
We have received the following journals, which will be available from the Society Library.  Items of 
interest to members are:  

 The Autumn 2010 issue of Austria, No 171.. The articles include: 
 
 A 1839 Missionary cover, Beirut to Leipzig (Bassil & Schill); The Registered Post in Austria, 

1789-1918 (Brandon): Zell am See to Salzburg and Return (Schweighofer); Confusing 
Registered Post Charges (Jungwirth); Correction of Assessments (Jungwirth); Postal Charges in 
Lombardy-Venetia from 1814 (Jungwirth); Austrian Import/Export Tax in the Early 19th Century 
(Fever). 

 
 The June 2010 issue of Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft Tschechoslowakei, Vol.41, Whole No.164.   

Douglas Baxter has kindly translated the list of contents for us.  The articles include: 
 
 Carpatho-Ukraine shortly to appear in the Michel Central Europe Catalogue? A fringe area of 

Philately-QSL Cards; Catalogue of research articles (-); Igor Rumansky, Graphic artist, 
Illustrator, High School Professor (Müller); Postal Partners of the Slovak Post Office: (Müller); 
Matuš Čak Trenčiansky [1260-1321] Military man (Müller); Vincenz Prießnitz, The Water Doctor 
(Müller); Magdalena Dobromila Rottigova, Writer (Müller); Karel Hynek Macha and his region, 
Poet and Romantic (Müller).   

 
 The Spring 2010 issue of The Czechoslovak Specialist, Vol.72 Whole Nos.620. No 2. The 

articles include: 
 
 Participate in a Virtual Auction (Verner); Czechoslovakia’s Hradčany Issue provides myriad 

opportunities for collectors (Garancovsky); The Annexation of Subcarpathian Rus to 
Czechoslovakia during 1918-1920 [Part 2] (Mezera); Saga of Patriotism, Exile to end in Slovak 
Cemetery (Hepp & Grossman). 

 
 The July 2010 issue of Dylizans, No 58  
 
 A Letter from Murnau (Niebrzydowski); The Gdynia American Shipping Line & The Baltic 

American Shipping Line cont. (-);Battle of Grunwald (Stockhill). 
 
 The 6, 7 & 8/2010 issues of Filatelie. Vol.60. The English translation of the contents does not 

cover all the articles. 
 
 Franked Postal Forms of the Austro-Hungarian origin after 28.10.1918 [1] ((Mexera); 1950 

PRAHA Miniature Sheet-New discoveries (Čtvrtečka); Classification of letters with air mail 
stamps – I issue [1] (Trnka|). 

 
 Franked Postal Forms of the Austro-Hungarian origin after 28.10.1918 [2] ((Mexera); The 

Territorial principle of the historical concept 1918 [1] (Weissenstein); Classification of letters with 
air mail stamps – I issue [2] (Trnka|).90th anniversary of the connection of Vitoraz and Valtice 
region (Feldmann). 

 
 Franked Postal Forms of the Austro-Hungarian origin after 28.10.1918 [3] ((Mexera); The 

Territorial principle of the historical concept 1918 [2] (Weissenstein); 90th anniversary of the 
“Těšin” Silesia splitting (Kypast(; Colour of the TPO postmarks in early Czechoslovakia (Štěpek). 

 
 The July-August 2010 issue of Timbres [French philatelic magazine] 
 
 Septembre-Octobre 1938 aux Sudètes: 415 timbres pour clamer une liberation éphèmère 

(Melot); 
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Congratulations  
 
To Garth Taylor a Large silver medal at the recent Paris Salon du Timbre Exhibition for his exhibit of 
Routes and rates of The Third issue of Czech Airmails.  To Richard & Margaret Beith on their recent 
Golden Wedding Celebrations.  At the Festival of Stamps County Convention held in Leeds Richard 
Wheatley was awarded a Silver Gilt for Egypt 2nd Issue and Yvonne Wheatley a Gold for the Czech 
Allegory Issue Chainbreaker Design. 
 
To Richard Wheatley on his election as Vice President of the Yorkshire Philatelic Association.   
 
To Norman Hudson who was awarded the ABPS Award of Merit for his work as secretary and 
magazine editor of the Faroe Islands Study Circle since the mid 1990s, as mentioned in the June 
Czechout.  The Chairman of the ABPS, John Baron, who is due to give a talk to the Ellesmere Port PS 
on 20 September, will present the Award to Norman at that meeting. 
 
To Bill Hedley on becoming a member of the Council of The Royal Philatelic Society, London. 
 
 

OBITUARY 
 

Jan Karásek – 07. 05. 2010:  Lindy Bosworth writes “a recent Filatelie magazine 
records the death in Brno of this eminent Czech Philatelist, writer and philatelic 
expert, and who was a Member of the Association Internationale des Experts 
Philateliques.”  (We also thank Hans van Dooremalen for informing us of his 
death, and Merkur Revue for the illustration.) 
 
Jan Karásek gave an illustrated talk to our Society on 8th July 1989, upon 
philatelic forgeries concerning Czechoslovak material of Hradčany, 1920-21 
Airmails and 1923 Economy and Science issues.  His talk was ably translated by 

Robert Kingsley on behalf of the members.  Later in the evening, with his Lady, Pani Vlasta Snelkova 
they were Guests of honour at the Society Dinner. [Czechout 3/89 p.56].  Jan was involved in the 
production of several volumes of the Czech Monographs [Monografie Československých Známek] and in 
1998 he published his researches on forgeries in the splendid volume Československé Poštovní Známky 
a Jejich Padělky 1918-1939.  As a co-founder of Merkur Revue he contributed to their column of 
forgeries and will be much missed in the philatelic world. 
 
Jan Karásek was much in evidence behind the scenes at PRAGA 98, BRNO 2005, and other exhibitions 
in Czechoslovakia and London.  On many occasions when visiting England he used to stay with Ernst & 
Hazel Gorge.   

Yvonne Gren & Colin Spong 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Exhibition Building in the Trade Fair 
Grounds at Brno where many of the 
philatelic exhibitions were held  
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THE ZLATÁ PŘILBA (GOLDEN HELMET) OF CZECHOSLOVAKIA AT PARDUBICE 
PART ONE – THE EARLY YEARS 1929 – 1938 

-Tony Moseley- 
 
 

Many people will be familiar with the exciting “Velke Pardubicke” steeplechase, held every year in the 
autumn, but another equally famous, if perhaps less well known, traditional sporting event, takes place in 
the same town.  The “Golden Helmet” speedway race has been held regularly in Pardubice since 1929, 
and in recent years, usually at the start of October, with several days of international standard speedway 
racing. 
 
The sport of speedway racing (Racing 500cc machines, with no brakes or suspension, anti clockwise 
around an oval track, on a loose cinder or shale surface) was introduced to Europe in 1928 from 
Australia, by the  legendary Aussie Promotor Johnnie Hoskins.  The first racing in the UK, took place at 
High Beech near Epping Forest, London and at Audenshaw (Manchester) at this time. 
 
The new sport proved to be incredibly popular, drawing huge crowds and it was not long before the 
excitement spread to mainland Europe.  In Czechoslovakia, early speedway racing tracks were located 
at Praha Zizkov, Praha Strahov, Plzen za Bory and Pardubice to name just a few.  In those far off 
pioneering days, the racing was usually based on an individual format.  Team racing in leagues, had not 
yet evolved.  Promotors strived to provide big prizes for the event winners and it was out of this scenario 
that the Golden Helmet of Czechoslovakia  was born. “with the roots of the competition originating at the 
VYCHODOČESKÝ AUTOKLUB in nearby Hradec Kralove.”   
 
The very first Golden Helmet took place at the Pardubice Steeplechase course on 29th September 1929, 
with the competitors racing on grass and NOT a conventional shale or cinder surface.  This meeting was 
promoted and organised by Mr. František Hladěna, a member of Pardubice auto club, who also took part 
as a competitor.  The British rider Scott Michie was reported as winning the Czechoslovak National 
Championship as early as 1930 and by 1931 was taking part in the Golden Helmet.  Traditionally, each 
winner kept the helmet and a new one of different design was made for the next time.  At this point, it is 
worth mentioning that conventional “dirt track” speedway did not appear in Pardubice until 1932, when 
racing took place, on a circuit, around the football pitch, in the town centre, next to the current ice hockey 
stadium. 
 
The winner of the first Golden Helmet, was the Czechoslovak rider Zdeněk Pohl, in front of a large, 
enthusiastic crowd.  Over the next decade, top riders of the day, from Holland, Yugoslavia and Germany, 
won the prestigious “Zlatá Přilba”, before appropriately in the 1938 staging (the last time the meeting 
took place before the Sudetenland crisis and subsequent start of World War 2) the famous golden trophy 
was again won by a competitor from the home nation František Juhan.  “Franta Juhan, eventually 
escaped overseas to Canada, taking the 1938 Golden Helmet with him, into exile.  This proved to be the 
last “Golden Helmet” until 1947, but that is another story.  Within months of the final race, Germany had 
invaded and during the dark years of occupation, the “Golden Helmet” ceased to exist.  In part 2 of this 
article, currently being written, we will look at the “Golden Helmet” and it’s associated philatelic souvenirs 
from 1947- 511.  
 
 
The small rectangular example is a "label" in the shape of a stamp. 
from the second Golden Helmet in 1930.  As such, it is very early 
and scarce. 
 
 

 

                                                      
1 The Golden Helmet did not run continually from 1929 to the present day.  Racing took place from 1929-36 and in 

1938, at the Pardubice Steeplechase course.  The race continued after the war, at the same venue, in 1947, 1949 
and 1951, but after the 1951 staging there was a break of over ten years. until the 1960s.  In 1964, the race returned 
to it’s current venue, the “Plochodrážní” speedway stadium, located in Svitkov, Pardubice 6 – a short walk from its 
birthplace in 1929, at the racecourse.  The “Golden Helmet” has taken place here every year since 1964.  
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF COVERS AND POSTCARDS TAKEN AT THE  

GOLDEN HELMET EVENTS 1935-1938 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1935: Special envelope to promote the 7th ZP.  Two different coloured cachets applied, in green 14.9.35, 
this being the day of practice and also in orange/gold 15.9.35, the day of the competition.  Green cancel 
uses “b” handstamp, the orange/gold strike, use both “a” and “c” cancels.  
 
 

 
 

Front and Reverse of medal/plaque 
 
 

 
 
 
This is a 8.5 cm x 6 cm bronze medal or plaque from the 7th Golden 
Helmet 15.9.1935. These are very rare and normally only found in 
museums.  My example was awarded to Mr. Vencl as a reward for 
helping to bring the Golden Helmet to Pardubice from Hradec Králové.  
Mr. Vencl was an official of the Pardubice Club.  This item was 
presented to me by Mr. Josef of Pardubice. 
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Four page souvenir folder, printed on glossy 
white paper, to celebrate the 7th ZP, in 1935.  
The folder should carry the “green training” 
cachet on the left and the “orange/gold race 
day” on the right.  Both strikes on this example 
are shown in orange/gold. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Souvenir card from the ZP.  Close up view of the 1935 
ZP, the 7th Golden helmet. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reverse of postcard showing 
Golden Helmet postally used 
to Kolin, with the “b” cancel in 
orange/ gold, 15.9.35. 
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Souvenir card from the ZP, 
cancelled 15.9.1935, using “b” 
cancel in orange-gold. 
 
Sent to nearby Chrudim 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Front and reverse of souvenir card 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The oval item is from the 1936 Golden Helmet.  This is also 
unrecorded.  In October 2008, a book was published, in 
Czech to celebrate the 60th Golden Helmet.  Neither of my 
items appear in the book, which has many pre-war artefacts 
and my contacts at the Pardubice speedway club tell me 
that they are previously unknown.  Lost in the passing of 
time! 
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Registered cover from 
Pardubice 1 office to 
Hořovice, celebrating the 
8th. ZP in 1936. 
 
Cancelled 27.9.36-15. using 
the newly invented three 
colour Pospisil hand 
cancels, in green, purple and 
orange/gold. 
 
These were first used in 
1935 and are detailed in a 
previous issue of Czechout.  
Carries an additional arrival 
strike Hořovice 30.9.36-12 
“e” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Special souvenir envelope 
from the 8th. ZP, in 1936, 
sent to Hlinsko v Čechach.  
Registered Pardubice 1,  
cancelled using  three 
colour handstamps in 
green, purple and 
orange/gold 27.9.36.-15. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Arrival strike on reverse Hlinsko v. Čechach 3.X.36-9 
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1938 9th ZP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Four page souvenir folder, issued for the 9th. ZP in 1938, size 12.5 cm x18.5cm, printed on off white 
glossy paper.  Features the three colour Pospisil cancel, green, purple and orange/gold 4.10.38-14. 
 
The young girl shown on the stamp is Eva Neugebauerova from Pardubice.  This stamp is often 
described in catalogues as “President Masaryk with a Slovak child”    
 
This information is incorrect.  Eva Neugebauerova attended school in Pardubice and her image is 
engraved from a photograph taken in the town of Zdar nad Sazavou.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The same green design was 
also used on a normal size 
postcard.  The reverse of such 
a card is shown here, sent to 
Chrudim. Cancelled as in 
previous example in three 
colours. 
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Commemorative coloured 
envelope, with the emblem of 
the “Ceskoslovensky Autoklub 
Pardubice” issued to celebrate 
the 9th ZP in 1938. (Cancelled 
as previous description) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front and reverse of Postcard from 1938 ZP, showing an unknown rider. Cancel as previous. 
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Front and reverse of another example from 1938 ZP showing the starting area. Cancel as previous. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Unknown pre-war era rider 
from Pardubice ZP, shown near 
the start area. Unused 
postcard, produced by F. 
VOMÁČKÁ, Wilsonova 112, 
Pardubice. 
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THE 1944 ‘ČSR’ OVERPRINTS ON FRENCH STAMPS 
-Roy E Reader- 

 
In my reply to the query about the ČSR overprint on French stamps, I listed and illustrated a cover with 
these stamps on a cover addressed to 37 Rue Saint-Antoine at Lille and pointed out that it could not 
have travelled through the post as it was addressed to what appeared to be a non-existent road as I 
could not find it on any map of Lille.  I have, however, now received information from the Nord 
Department Archives to say that the road exists and is a private road built in 1862 between the Rue de 
Flers and the Rue du Pont-au-Lion-d’Or.  I still cannot see it on the Google map of Lille but assume that 
the departmental archives must know what the situation is!  In the circumstances it is possible that the 
cover referred to did in fact travel through the post – though I rather suspect it did not.   
 
From Richard Beith: 
 
Many thanks to Roy Reader and Jan Verleg for their contributions to the on-going discussion on those 
overprinted French stamps from 1944.  I must agree with Roy in his comments on the alleged overprints 
dating from March-September 1939, as described by Richet in 1972.  Like Roy I have never seen an 
example from this period, even seen one illustrated in a magazine or monograph.  It is perhaps worth 
commenting on the two main groups of citizens who eventually constituted the Czechoslovak regiments 
in France in late 1939-early 1940.  Firstly there were those Czechoslovak nationals who had lived and 
worked in France (mainly in mines and factories in the north) for several years.  They would be brought 
into the French Army during the nationwide conscription in early September.  Since, by that time, a free 
Czechoslovak Army was being formed on French soil, they were transferred to that army and sent to 
Agde.  As I understand it, this was the route by which most of the Slovak nationals entered the 
'Czechoslovak Army', even though they were by now, presumably, citizens of the pro-German Slovak 
State. 
 
Secondly, there were those former members of the pre-war Czechoslovak Army (and Airforce) who, 
following demobilisation by their German occupiers had travelled by precarious routes to join up against 
Hitler's Germany.  Most would have travelled via the recruiting centre in Beirut where they would be 
enrolled in the French Foreign Legion and shipped to Marseille to join the Legion.  Only if they arrived at 
Marseille after 3 September 1939 would they be released from their commitment to the Legion and go 
straight to Agde.  If they arrived before that date then they would, as pointed out by Roy, be on their way 
to Algeria!  There were a smaller number of Czechoslovak civilians who travelled to France to escape 
German occupation and who subsequently volunteered for the Czechoslovak army in France.  One such 
was the Moravian born composer and conductor Vilém Tauský (1910-2004) who reached Paris on 14 
April 1939 having been assisted by a 'Good Aryan' who did not stamp his passport with a 'J' to denote 
his Jewish ancestry.  After working as a rehearsal pianist with the Ballets Russes in Monte Carlo he 
returned to Paris and signed up for the Army on 22 July to await the outbreak of hostilities.  Once war 
broke out he was in uniform and sent to Agde where he was soon tasked with forming a military band to 
improve military morale and to propagandise to the French.  I await with interest a sight of a 1939 
overprint, but I think it will be a very long wait! 
 
Reference: Margaret Tausky: 'Vilém Tauský tells his story', (London:Stainer & Bell, 1979) 
 
From Bob Hill: 
 
I really am indebted to both Roy Reader and Jan Verleg for taking the time and trouble to add so much to 
this discussion.  I went straight to my collection of these (just 28 of them in total) to check the overprint 
yet again and can confirm that I have none from 1939.  Not only that I have no covers at all, only stamps. 
Not that these were not known elsewhere: the late Juan Santaeugenia Grau listed them in his work on 
overprints clearly showing the 1939 issue. 

 
Three things I can add about the 1944 issue: 
 
No 1 Richard Beith through his connections contacted the veterans association using their newsletter 
and none could recall ever seeing these overprints at the time.  This makes me doubt the authenticity of 
the issue from a Czechoslovak perspective. 
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No 2 I will look in the RPSL library to see if Écho de la Timbrologie for 1945 is available for 
scrutinising, don't hold your breath, I have little to no knowledge of the French language. 
 
No 3 If these were forged to deceive, why were they produced in such a small quantity? 

 
From Bob Hill:  Overprints on French stamps – an update. 

 
I spent a good few hours in the Royal library on 22 July where, with the help of Caroline, the librarian, I 
followed up on suggestions from the last Czechout (2/10). 
 
Catalogues 
I could not find Dallay for the relevant period and welcome advice on where I might find one.  What I did 
find was: 

         Les Timbres-Poste de France ….., Azurel 1945 

         Catalogue de France, Edouard Berck 1945 

         Catalogue de Timbres-Poste, Yvert + Tellier – Champion 1948 
 
There was no mention of the Czech overprint on French stamps for either 1939 or 1945.  However in the 
Berck catalogue there were several pages on French provisional overprints made on liberation; 
personally the issues for Baccarat and Oisans were quite interesting to read. 
 
L’ Écho de la Timbrologie 
I looked at these from late 1944 thru to the end of 1946 and can report as follows: 
1103 November 1944.  No mention although 9 liberation overprinted stamps from rural France are 
shown. 
1104 December 1944.  No mention although 4 liberation overprinted stamps from rural France are 
shown. 
1105 January 1945.  No mention although 3 liberation overprinted stamps from rural France are 
shown. 
 
There was then a considerable break before the next issue. 
 
1106 January 1946 No mention.  Nor is there any mention of this overprint during the remaining 
monthly issues of 1946.  So having pored through these we are no further forward, except for the 
knowledge that they are not listed in these publications. 
 
Colin to Bob:  Thank you for your note.  I understand that Dallay have now amalgamated and go under 
the name of Maury.  My copy for Fr Colonies in Africa is dated 2005/06 prior to their recent changes. 
 
Roy to Bob:  I was writing to the Paris Postal Museum on your behalf concerning other stamp 
magazines of the period: the Philatéliste and the Échangiste Universel but then paused, as I am 
wondering whether it would not be better to consult the later Échos de la Timbrologie at the Royal first.  
So far consulted are the following: 
 
1944 (by both us) 1945 (by you)    1946 (by both of us) 1947 -  
1948 Oct.-Dec. (by me) 1949 Jan.-April, June- Dec. (by me) 1950 Jan-May (by me) 
 
(I had been thinking that the magazines I possess had gone up to 1948 but in fact they re-start then). 
 
The original articles were written ‘many years ago’ according to Frenchin in April 1970.  Would it be 
worth first consulting at least the 1947 and early 1948 issues not yet seen (especially under the ‘Ça et 
Là’ heading)? 
 
Bob replies: Methodology is the key to most things and you are right about Echo.  Caroline has a 
French-born assistant for the summer so I will let them know I am coming again and work through as 
much as I can.  ‘Ça et Là’ certainly has the other overprint matters in it.  I will also look at the adverts as 
these often show ‘exceptional’ material.  My ‘to do’ list is 1947; 1948 (01-09); 1949 (05-12); 1950 (06-12); 
Dallay. 
 
Research continues ........... 
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A LOOK AT THE END OF RAILWAY MAIL IN SLOVAKIA 
-Thomas Tschimer- 

 
We thank Hartmut Liebermann and Thomas Tschimer for their kind permission to publish Betrachtung 
zum Ende der Bahnpost in der Slowakei published in Bundesarbeitsgemeinschaft Tschechoslowakei 
e.v., 2005-II and Douglas D Baxter for kindly translating this for us. 
 

On 18th December 2000, on trains number 
R603 and R810 between Bratislava and 
Košice, railway mail was carried for the last 
time.  The Slovakian Post Office celebrated 
this modernization and had achieved this 
thanks to active support from the Germanic 
countries.  Also, embracing up-to-date 
techniques in mail distribution (see also its 
commemorative stamps) and logistics had 
helped.  But it was not quite the end.  On the 
occasion of the introduction of the new 
timetable for 2001, the actual final route would 
in all probability run …. 

 
A short historic journey 
 
Up to the end of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy, Slovakia was part of the 
kingdom of Hungary.  It is natural that the place names were Hungarian.  
With the incorporation of the administrative structures into the newly 
established Czechoslovakia, wholesale name changes followed.  This 
process was supposed to last until about the end of the forties (apart from 
the politically relevant place name changes of the post-war era).  With the 
German occupation of Bohemia and Moravia, Slovakia achieved formally the 
status of independent state between 1940 and 1945.  In the following years, 
Czechoslovakia, later the CSSR, was re-formed.  The eastern areas of Carpathia/Ukraine had already 
been ceded to the Soviet Union.  With the collapse of the socialist system and the subsequent free 
elections, the Slovakian nationalists achieved a clear victory in the Slovak areas.  On 1st January 1993, 
a renewed Slovak state was founded.  Its boundary with the Czech Republic was the one agreed in 
1939. 
 
Railway mail cancellations in what is today Slovakia 
 
We will only briefly touch on the postmark types in the period of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy. 
However, the place names used at this time are also confusing.  The Austrians used the cancellation 
Wien-Pressburg, the Hungarians used Budapest-Pozsony.  Both routes led to present-day Bratislava.  
After the founding of the first Czecho-slovakian Republic the city was first named Prespurk, a name 
which also appears on the railway mail cancellations.  A short time later, they arrived at the present day 
name of Bratislava.  Cancellations of the Bohemian pattern were used, that is, a circular cancellation 
including the route, the route number in the upper segment and Ub in the lower segment.  The cancellors 
were adjustable, i.e. by means of a bayonet fitting on the lower end of the handle, the actual cancellor 
could be removed, so that a central spindle, which also served as a mount for the little cog wheels of the 
date indicator, could be operated and which then showed details of the return journey.  Another locking 
device secured the settings.  The Slovakian post offices were allocated route numbers beginning with 8, 
9 and 10.  The routes beginning with 10 mostly had the place names bilingually, the Ukrainian place 
names noticeable because they were in Cyrillic script. 
 
During the first period of Slovakian independence, the old route cancellors 
continued to be used.  From the Bratislava post office, a few cancellors are known 
on which the route number has been altered (Figure 1: hand-written route number).  
Occasionally new route cancellations turn up, which are easily distinguishable from 
the old ones: in the upper segment there is a two-digit route number and in the 
lower one there is only one decorative star (formerly there were three). 

Figure 1 
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Not until shortly after the end of World War Two was the cancellation, shown in Figure 2, used.  Its 
inscription reads, in English, Railway Mail Bratislava 2.  This cancellation is, however, probably of an 
earlier date, because the Czech designation would have been “Vlakove Pošty”.  Be that as it may, as 
Railway Mail cancellations, the two examples, Figures 2 and 3, were not used until after July 1945.  
(However, there are some examples dating from the last days of the war.)  A peculiarity is that there was 
the possibility of putting the route number in the space where the date was – in the examples illustrated 

11T, i.e. route 11, outward journey (Tam).  
Route 11 went from Bratislava to Parkan, which 
today is called Sturovo.  Also, the two-digit route 
number points to a purely Slovakian origin.  As 
in Figure 3, this cancellation was still being used 
in 1986.  It was used in the Postal Agency at 
Bratislava Main Railway Station for stamping 
freight documents. 
 

Figure 2           Figure 3 
 
After 1945, cancellors, like the ones used before the war, were again in use.  The four-digit route 
numbers beginning with 10 were no longer used because of the loss of the territories in the east and 
were therefore given away to the newly established ÜpU. 
 

 
 
With renewed independence in 1993, new route 
cancellations were immediately used.  They differed 
from the Czech ones in that they had a single star 
in the lower segment and use somewhat larger 
letters.  At first, the old route numbers were 
retained, Figures 4 and 5 ÜpU Bratislava – Levice, 

            old and new cancellations.  When the timetable 
            changed in 1994, there appeared cancellations with 
            two-digit route numbers (only the few still operating  

Figure 4         Figure 5       ÜpUs kept their cancellors until their withdrawal in 
                     1995).  Therefore, this cancellation for route 25, 
           Bratislava – Warszawa, is a peculiar example, 

           because it was in use a year after the route was  
             withdrawn (Figure 6). 
 
 
 
 
Figure 6 
 

 
Noticeable on the final examples of Slovakian cancellors is the lack of a Ub.  Out of all the routes, there 
were at least two examples which were not designated on the cancellation. 
 
In the accepted meaning of the term, there has not been a Railway Mail service in Slovakia since the 
beginning of 1998.  The few routes that still operate have the characteristics of the overall postal service 
– nothing is being developed.  These routes, now accompanied by just one man, received a new route 
number by the addition of the prefix “1”.  However, only the cancellors for the two remaining routes, 
which crossed national frontiers, were changed.  Meaningful exchange of cargo exists only on the routes 
operated by the post office in Košice.   
 
Obtaining cancellations is becoming more difficult for the collector, because the box containing the 
cancellors has not survived.  So it is not surprising that on 5th October 1999 all cancellors for routes 
which did not cross national frontiers for the post offices in Bratislava, Žilina and Zvolen were withdrawn.  
However, there was one problem with this:  The Košice post office kept its route cancellor, because of 
some cargo documents which still had to be processed.  In fact, these routes did not operate at 
weekends, so route 122 took on these responsibilities at weekends.  Because of the resulting 
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connections, the post offices in Žilina and Zvolen needed a 
route cancellor on Mondays.  However, as they could not 
plan forward that quickly, some astonishing cancellations 
were produced: on 9th October 1999, route 122 used the 
old cancellation of route 809 (Figure 7).  I am extremely 
fond of my own copy of this very cancellation as it is the 
last day of its use on 27th May 1994 (Figure 8).  
(Fortunately, fellow collectors Kurt Schary and Eberhard 
Valtinke can confirm the use of this cancellation in Košice.) 
 

Figure 7               Figure 8 
 
 
 
 
 
Train R602 leaving Košice with route 122 and 
cancellation 809. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Žilina, an ex-ČSSR cancellation was being used (Figures 9 and 10, with, Figures 11 and 12, the 
original cancellation.) 

 
Figure 9          Figure 10    Figure 11  Figure 12 

 
The post office in Zvolen made use of the route 894 cancellation which originated in the time of 
Czechoslovakia and which certainly had not been retained.  After I had seen the cancelled freight-label, I 
was able to ask my colleague from 
Zvolen to obtain the cancellation I 
wanted.  Then, in November, the route 
cancellations were re-introduced 
everywhere except in Zvolen, which 
received completely new cancellations 
(Figures 13 – 15). 
 
 
      Figure 13        Figure 14     Figure 15 
 
Whether cancellations of this new type were issued to other offices, but were not or not immediately 
used, I do not know.  However, I must describe a significant cancellor: from May to 31st December 1999 
the final cross-frontier Railway Mail travelled between the Czech Lands and Slovakia, although the 
previous timetable suggested it should continue after that date.  This was staffed by a postal official from 
Břeclaw or Bratislava.  It was this official’s duty to oversee this service – the Czech official oversaw the 
journey to Bratislava, the Slovakian the journey to Břeclaw.  And, in my opinion, it is this circumstance 
that has produced the most astonishing cancellor: one side showed the Slovakian Bratislava – Břeclaw 
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113, the other side showed the Czech Břeclaw – Bratislava Upz.  
I am not aware of any cancellor which had a block relating to two 
different Postal Administrations.  
 
Slovakian cancellation, route 113 on a Czech stamp.) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Of course, we must now return to the beginning of this 
study.  In December 2000 it was not quite all over.  A 
mail carriage still travelled from Košice in Slovakia to 
Ukrainian Čop and back.  And here again we can 
mention place names and scripts.  The route 
cancellation says Tchop, the sign on the railway 
carriage says Čop and, to prevent any 
misunderstanding, the Ukrainians write ЧОП.  Is 
everything clear now?  However, in June 2001, even 
this route was consigned to history.  Mail was now 
carried by lorry, albeit via the Hungarian Post Office in 
Miskolc.  This is, of course, cheaper but also quicker.  
According to the latest information (August 2001) this 
arrangement will continue for the time being. 

 
At the end of this short study, I will thank the countless postal and railway workers in Slovakia.  Without 
their active help much of what I wanted to do would have remained a dream.  My particular thanks are to 
my colleagues from Břeclaw in the Czech Republic, who put me in touch with some Slovakian mail train 
drivers and to the sympathetic receptionist at Bratislava 022 who put me in touch with the right person.  
The multi-lingual Customs Service at Košice deserves special thanks for its translating work and for the 
complete suspension of the private security service of the Postal and Rail systems and then the opening 
of every door I wanted at post office Košice 02.  I also thank Volkmar Munke and Werner Müller of the 
Czechoslovakian Study Group for information. 
 

 
 
Mail carriage sign, route 192 to Ukraine 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Postmarks for route 192 on Slovakian and 
Ukrainian stamps 
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Checklist of Railway Mail Routes in Slovakia. 
Timetable extract 1999/2000 

 
Route From To Depart Arrive Operates Post Office 
113 Bratislava Břeclav 15.25 

14.25 
16.27 
15.27 

Mon-Fri 
Sat-Sun 

Bratislava 
 

4883 Břeclav Bratislava 21.29 22.53 Mon-Sun Břeclav 
122 Bratislava Košice 15.50 22.00 Mon-Sun Bratislava 
 Košice Bratislava 14.15 20.19 Mon-Sun  
124 Bratislava Košice 22.50 05.00 Mon-Fri Bratislava 
 Košice Bratislava 00.15 06.19 Tues-Sat  
156 Zvolen Bratislava 03.35 06.41 Tues-Sat Zvolen 
 Bratislava Zvolen 06.45 09.55 Mon-Sat  
162 Zvolen Košice 03.01 07.01 Mon-Fri Zvolen 
 Košice Zvolen 06.05 09.27 Mon-Fri  
170 Žilina Bratislava 19.40 22.19 Mon-Fri Žilina 
 Bratislava Žilina 03.50 06.34 Tues-Sat  
182 Košice Bratislava 06.15 12.19 Mon-Fri Košice 
 Bratislava Košice 07.50 14.00 Mon-Sat  
184 Košice Žilina 22.15 01.34 Mon-Fri Košice 
 Žilina Košice 04.40 08.00 Mon-Fri  
192 Košice Čop 06.43 09.17 Mon-Sun Košice 
 Čop Košice 16.30 19.20 Mon-Sun  
 
Departure and arrival times for Bratislava apply to the Main Station.  Transfers from or to Nove Mesto are 
compulsory. 
 
Bibliography 
Donanpost  issue 9/10 (1922 
Filatelie   issue 10 (1980) 
Photos by the author  Sept/Oct 2000 
 
 
 
 
 

1969 WOMEN AND ART PAINTINGS BY ALFONS MUCHA SG 1835 AND 1836 
-Brian Hart (brihart44@hotmail.com)- 

 
Whilst putting together a display of ART ON CZECHOSLOVAKIAN STAMPS, I noticed that the captions 
on SG 1835 and 1836 were around the wrong way.  Ignoring diacritical marks the caption under the 
stamp SG 1835 reads MALIRSTVI Z CYKLU UMENI, which translates as PAINTING CYCLE OF ART 
(not Music) and similarly under SG1836 the caption is HUBRA Z CYKLU UMENI translating as MUSIC 
CYCLE OF ART (not Painting).  I contacted Sue Price at Stanley Gibbons (Foreign Issues) and she was 
not only very helpful but dropped a minor bombshell.  I quote her email in full   
 
“Dear Mr Hart Thank you for your email.  This has been very interesting to research, of course when this 
was written the compiler would not have had access to the internet; but I agree I believe these images to 
be incorrectly labelled.  However after research I would go further I do not believe these are accurate 
reproductions of the paintings in question as such.  If you search for the series 'Muses' you will see that 
'Painting' is not quite as T537 and 'Music' is not quite as No. 1836!  Thank you for your kind attention 
Kind regards Sue Price Foreign Issues.” 
 
The lady is absolutely correct the stamp images are not entirely true.  To see decent original images go 
to www.abcgallery.com and click on 'M' at the top then navigate to Mucha.  I am greatly indebted to Sue 
Price and to fellow member Bernard Williams and wish to express my appreciation to both. 
 

mailto:brihart44@hotmail.com
http://www.abcgallery.com/
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THE FIRST HRADČANY STAMP 
AND A COMMON DIE FOR THE CAPTIONED DESIGN 

-Mark Wilson- 
 

Below I hope to demonstrate a common source for the first ten denominations of the Hradčany issue 
released by the Czech Post Office.  In addition, evidence is presented to demonstrate that in terms of 
creation the 10h red preceded the 5h green.  Thus I contend that the former no longer shares with the 
latter the distinction of being the first Czechoslovak stamp. 
 
When I began recently to research plate flaws in the 400h Hradčany, I started by cataloguing all of the 
imperfections common to every 400h stamp from either plate.  Among the flaws that attracted my 
attention were two white spots in the thin panel containing the decorative wave.  The first spot is close to 
the top of the panel above the centre wave’s crest; the second, somewhat closer to the panel’s top, is 
above the trough of the following wave (see the 400h in fig. 2).  

 
 

 
Fig. 2: Nine instances of the common flaw. 

 
 

 
Fig. 1: The 10h discrepancy. 

 
Quite by accident a 200h Hradčany had been mixed into the lot of 400h stamps under examination.  I 
noticed that it too had the same two flaws.  Within a few minutes I had confirmed that many 100h, 200h, 
and 400h also contained these two spots.  I was confident that I had discovered a feature that linked the 
source of these three denominations.  My discovery inspired me to examine some of the other 
denominations in the Captioned Design.1  To my amazement, the same two flaws appeared on a number 
of stamps from the seven lower denominations. 
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Since some examples did not display the flaws, I began a far more careful examination of all of the 
denominations.  I found that stamps from the same plate position were found with and without the flaws. 
By reviewing several panes of the same denomination, I learned that when absent, the cause of the 
flaws’ disappearance appeared to be printing problems – over-inking and the like. The two flaws 
appeared to be part of every stamp position on every pane of every denomination in the Captioned 
Design. 
 
The universal presence of the described flaws indicated that every denomination – whether the lower 
denominations with their white lettering on a coloured background or the higher denominations with their 
coloured letters on a white background – shared a single master source: none of the templates for the 
first ten denominations had been created anew.  I do not believe this fact has ever been demonstrated 
before. 
 
I wrote up my discovery and it was later published in the Winter 2010 issue of the Specialist. 

Unfortunately – or fortunately, as it turns out – I discovered recently that I had made a subtle mistake.  
Note that the 10h is illustrated separately (fig. 2) from the other Captioned Designed stamps (fig. 1). 
While the 10h has the first of the two spots, its second spot is not in quite the right position.  When I 
noticed this, I examined several hundred other 10h stamps from all four plates.  While many had the 
second spot in almost the right place, none had it in exactly the right place.  Since the most important 
characteristic of a flaw is that it always appears in the same place on a stamp, it became quite clear that 
while the 10h displayed the first spot, it never displayed the second. 
 
Actually, this information excited me as much as did the earlier discovery of the common flaw.  Since the 
10h did not contain the second flaw and every other denomination did (including the 5h released with the 
10h as the first Czechoslovak stamps on 18 December, 1918), one may only conclude that the 10h red 
was the first stamp created for the new Czechoslovak republic.  Apparently someone damaged the 
master source between the production of the template for the 10h red and the templates produced for 
every other denomination.  
 
My argument has been that the common flaw shared by all ten denominations demonstrates that each of 
these stamps shared a common source ancestor.  In addition, because only the 10h red lacks one of the 
two flaws, that its creation preceded the other nine stamps and it, from a certain viewpoint, may be called 
the first Czechoslovak stamp. 
 
1 Classical Czech philately terms the first nine denominations released in the Hradčany issue as the First and Second Design.  The 
lower denominations (3, 5, 10, 20, 25, 30 and 40 h) form the First Design  and the higher denominations (100, 200 and 400 h) the 
Second Design.  I feel that not only does this terminology fail to point out what characterizes these designs, but the Czech 
terminology also does not highlight the close relationship between the first two designs.  I find the term Captioned Design to be far 
more informative and divide the Captioned Design into two phases: an Initial Phase consists of the lower denominations and a 
Final Phase containing the higher denominations.  As an aside, on my website www.knihtisk.org readers may find my descriptions 
of the other two Hradčany designs: the Circles Design (the Czech Third and Fourth Designs) and the Abstract Design (the Czech 
Fifth and Va Designs), as well as a description of the initial and Final phases of each.   
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WHAT? WHEN? WHERE? 
 

- Members' Queries - 

 
 

To-date there are no queries or answers awaiting publication – The Editor. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.knihtisk.org/


86  Czechout 3/2010 

  

NEW ISSUES 
-Lindy Bosworth- 

 
 

Unless otherwise stated, Post Printing House, Prague prints the stamps and stationery for the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia. 
 
Printing: RD – rotary die stamping with multicolour photogravure 

   DS – die stamping from flat plates 
 
Czech Republic 
 
16 June 2010            700 Years Since the Succession of the Luxembourgs to the Czech Throne – 
 Joint issue with Luxembourg 
 

Designer: Karel Zeman Engraver: Jaroslav Tvrdoň Printing: 
rotary recess with photogravure in sheets of 5 stamps and 4 labels. 
Design: John of Luxembourg and his wife Elisabeth of Bohemia 
with their escutcheons.  The labels have their seals surrounded by 
two entwined gold wedding bands to symbolise the union of the 
two dynasties.  The corresponding stamp issued by Luxembourg 
has the same design but face value 0.70 Euros.  
FDC: printed DS in black with a commemorative Praha cancel.  
The cachet drawing of John of Luxembourg in armour was taken 

from a statue in the Provincial Museum, Mainz, Germany.  Elisabeth of Bohemia was one of the three 
daughters of Wenceslaus II, King of Bohemia and Judith of Habsburg.  Her parents died when she was a 
child and her brother the next King was murdered in 1306, which ended the male Přemyslid line.  She 
married John of Luxembourg, the son of Henry VII, Holy Roman Emperor in 1309. In the Hundred Years 
War   John supported King Philip VI of France.  John was killed at the Battle of Crecy in 1346.  The 
Luxembourg dynasty ruled Bohemia from 1310 to 1437. 
 
16 June 2010 Beauties of Our Country 

 
Designer: Jan Maget Engraver: Bohumil Šneider 
Printing: DS in sheets of 8 stamps 
Designs: 12Kč – some of the town towers of Klatovy with 
a carnation in the foreground.  The area is noted for the 
cultivation of carnations.  The towers are the Black Tower 
(1557), Clock Tower (1759), Jesuit Church (1655), White 
Tower and the Gothic Church.  FDC: printed DS in black 
with commemorative Klatovy cancel.  The cachet 
represents the historical pharmacy U bílého jednorožce (at 
the White Unicorn) which is a protected UNESCO 
scientific and technical monument. 
14Kč – a view of Štramberk Square with the Trúba Tower 

of Štamberk Castle in the background. FDC: printed DS in black with commemorative Štramberk cancel.  
The cachet  is a stylised drawing of the original wooden architecture of the town.  
 
16 June 2010 Protected Landscape Area – Žd’árské Hills 
 

 
Designer: Josef Dudek Engraver: Miloš Ondráček Printing: rotary 
recess with photogravure in sheets of 50. 
Design: the forested landscape of the area with the Prosička hill and 
cross on top.  The area has a diverse landscape with 46% forest, 
44% farming land and the remainder is wetland or built up.  The hills 
have protected wet land and meadow plant species.  
FDC: printed DS in black with commemorative Žďár nad Sázavou 
cancel.  The cachet drawing has a crossbill standing on two fir cones 

with a rocky outcrop and fir trees in the background. 
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16 June 2010               600 Anniversary of Prague Old Town Astronomical Clock 
 

Designer: RN Dr Adolf Absolon Engraver: Martin Srb Printing: 
multicoloured offset in sheets of 50.  
Design: the astronomical clock at night FDC: printed DS in black with 
a commemorative Praha cancel.  The cachet drawing shows some of 
the mechanical parts of the clock.  
The clock can be found on the southern wall of the Old Town Hall, 
Prague.  Dating from 1410 it is the world’s oldest astronomical 
working clock.  The clock consists of the astronomical part with two 

faces, calendar plate and animated figures.  The wooden statues and figures of the apostles were 
probably installed in the 17th century.  By 1735 it was in bad repair with the town councillors considering 
its sale but a complete overhaul (1787-1791) was made by Šimon Landespurger under the patronage of 
the astronomer Antonín Strnad.  The clock was badly damaged in the 2nd World War but restored and 
restarted in 1948.  Today it is still one the most popular tourist sights of Prague. 
 
23 June 2010 World Ice Hockey Championships Germany 2010. 
 

 
Designer: Ladislav Kuklík Engraver: Václav Fajt (FDC cachet) Printing: 
multicoloured offset in sheets of 50. 
 
Design: an ice-hockey player holding the winner’s cup and symbolically kissing it. 
FDC: printed DS in black with commemorative Praha cancel.  The cachet shows 
three ice-hockey players in action on the rink. 
 
The 74th World Ice Hockey Championships were held in the German cities of 
Mannheim and Cologne between 7 and 23 May 2010.  The Czech Republic 
defeated the Russian team 2:1 in the final and achieved the gold medal.  The 
previous Czech success winning gold was in 2005. 
 

1 September 2010 Čtyřlístek 
 

Designer: Jaroslav Němeček Printing: multicoloured offset in 
sheets of 9 stamps and 12 labels by Optys Printing House Ltd.  
Some sheets will be printed with blank labels for customer use. 
Design: stamp – the four friends from the comic Čtyřlístek; 
labels – right upper label has a ‘postal submarine’ with the 
friends delivering a letter to an octopus; the other labels have 
motifs relating to the picture on the stamp: Myšpulín with a 
mailbag and Fifinka with a small heart and a letter.   
FDC: printed multicoloured offset by Post Printing House, 
Prague with commemorative Praha cancel. The cachet depicts 

a ‘mail van’ on small legs carrying packages and the four friends. 
 
1 September 2010 Development of Philately  

 
Designer: Zdeněk Netopil Printing: offset by 
Optys Printing House Ltd. in sheets of 9 
stamps and 12 decorative labels.  Some of 
the print run will have blank labels for 
customer use. 
Designs: NVI ‘A’ (postal rate for ordinary 
inland letter to 50g – at present 10Kč).  
Stamp: a boy and girl looking through a stamp 
album.  Labels: right upper - a sailboat 

composed of postage stamps.  The remaining labels will have motifs relating to the stamp issue.  FDC: 
printed recess in dark brown with commemorative Praha cancel.  The cachet drawing has a pile of 
stamps with a magnifying glass and the text in Czech ‘The General Assembly of the Union of Czech 
Philatelists, 4 December 2010.’ 
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NVI ‘E’ (postal rate for ordinary European 
countries to 20g – at present 17Kč – from 1 
September the rate for 20g letter to Europe will 
be 20 Kč).  Stamp: a boy carefully examining a 
stamp through a magnifying glass.  Labels: right 
upper has a magnifying glass with postage 
stamps.  The remaining labels will promote the 
International Sběratel (Collectors’) Fair. to be 
held 2 – 4 September 2010 in Prague.  FDC: 

printed four colour offset by Post Printing House, Prague.  The cachet has three drawings by children on 
the theme of collecting and the fourth is the logo of the Collectors’ Fair with dates.  
 
1 September 2010      Nature Protection – The Lower Morava – UNESCO Biosphere Reserve 

 
Designer: Libuše and Jaromír 
Knotek Engraver: Martin Srb 
Printing: coloured offset with 
black engraving in sheets of 4 
stamps and 3 labels on a 
decorative surround. FDCs 
printed DS. 
Designs: 10Kč – Tichodroma 
muraria (wall creeper), Papilio 
machaon (swallowtail butterfly) 
and Aster amellus (mountain 
aster) within a rocky landscape.  
FDC printed in dark red with 
commemorative Perná cancel.  
The cachet shows the hill Děvín 
and an Anemone sylvestris  
(greater wood anemone). 
12Kč – Saga pedo (predatory 
bush cricket) and Iris variegata 
(variegated iris) on a grey 
background. FDC printed in blue 
with a commemorative Sedlec 
cancel.  The cachet drawing has 
Svatý kopeček in the 
background and three spikes of 
Orobanche alba (white 
broomrape) in the foreground. 
14Kč – Lacerta viridis (green 
lizard) and (great anemone).  
FDC: printed in dark violet with 
a rocky terrain and Iris pumila 
and commemorative Dolní 
Věstonice cancel. 
18Kč – Upupa epops (hoopoe) 
and Arenaria grandiflora 
(sandwort).  FDC; printed in 
olive green with a 
commemorative Mikelov cancel.  
The cachet drawing shows the 

ruined castle of Sirotčí and two sprigs of Orlay grandiflora. 
 
In 2003 Unesco approved the extension of the Pálava Biosphere Reserve to include the confluence of 
the Morava and Dyje rivers.  The Lower Morava Reserve as it is now known includes several unique 
ecosystems. 
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1 September 2010  Women’s World Basketball Championships 2010.   
 

 
Designer: Zdeněk Netopil Engraver: Václav Fajt (FDC cachet only) Printing: 
offset in sheets of 50.  
 
Design: two basketball players in action.  The 16th FIBA Basketball 
Championship for Women will be held from 23 September to 3 October 2010 at 
various venues in the Czech Republic.  Czechoslovakia was one of the eight 
founding members of FIBA in 1932, with Prague the venue for the first 
international tournament.   
 
FDC: printed DS in brown black with commemorative Brno cancel.  The cachet 
shows a young player with the ball in her hand. 
 

 
 

Postal Stationery 
 
Official Commemorative Postcards 
 
1 June 2010 – 60 years of Pofis.  Designer: Oldřich Pošmurný Printing: coloured offset.Design: 
imprinted 10Kč stamp with ‘Filatelie’ tweezers, magnifying glass and stamps (colour modification of 3Kč 
imprint issued on postcard 7 February 1996 for centenary of Czech Philatelic Press).  The left portion 
has the oldest logo of Pofis, two imprint stamps from postcards and a rubber stamp issued on 30th 
anniversary of Pofis. retail price – 15Kč. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23 June 2010  - International Year for the Rapprochement of Cultures – International Romany Day. 
Designer: Ladislava Gážijová Printing: coloured offset Design: imprinted NVI stamp ‘A’ (present inland 
letter to 50g and postcard rate 10Kč) with portrait of Milena Hübschamnnová a pioneer and founder of 
the Czech Romany culture.  The left portion depicts doves carrying a caravan with ropes, with various 
texts and the logo for Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005 –2015.  The Decade is a commitment by 12 
countries to improve the living situation of Romanies in education, housing, health and employment.  The 
Czech presidency of the group is 1 to 30 June 2010. Retail price: 15Kč.  
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Picture Postcards 
 
16 June 2010 – Bobík.  Designer: Jaroslav Němeček Printing: multicoloured offset Design: imprinted 
NVI ‘A’ stamp (standard rate for inland 50g letter) with a portrait of Fifinka. (see Czechout June 2010 
page 58).  The picture side shows the four friends from the comic magazine Čtyřlístek attempting to fly 
an unconventional kite with the village of Třekoprsky where they all live in the background. Retail price: 
12Kč. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23 June 2010 – Alfons Mucha – 150 Years. Designer: Prof. Zdeněk Ziegler Printing: multicoloured 
offset. Design: imprinted NVI ‘E’ stamp (basic letter to 20g to European countries, at present 17Kč) 
taken from Mucha’s work ‘Salon des Cent – 20th Exhibition’.  The picture side is from the Mucha art work 
‘Jitřenka’ (Morning Star).  Retail price: 19Kč. 
 
23 June 2010 – Alfons Mucha – 150 Years.  Designer: Prof Zdeněk Ziegler Printing: multicoloured 
offset. Design: imprinted NVI ‘Z’ stamp ( basic letter to 20g to non-European countries, at present 18Kč) 
taken from Mucha’s work ‘Petrklíč (Cowslip).  The picture side is Mucha’s work – Sarah Bernhardt 
‘Peříčko (Feather). Retail price: 20Kč. 
 
23 June 2010 – Church Monuments. This is the 17th set of 8 postcards in the series.  Each card has 
an imprinted 10Kč stamp.  The designs are from photographs by Foto Studio Skala and printed 
multicoloured offset by OPTYS Ltd.  Retail price of set: 120Kč; set with cachet 128Kč and set with cachet 
plus first day cancel 136Kč.  The left side of the card has a coloured picture of the building, explanatory 
text in Czech and commemorative cachet. 
 
This series has the following churches: a) Prague the monastery of the Order of Barefooted Carmelites 
and Church of the Virgin Mary Victorious; b) Mělník the former Capuchin cloister with the Fourteen Holy 
Helpers Church c) Plzeň the former Franciscan cloister with Church of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary 
d) Hejnice the former Franciscan cloister with the temple of the Visitation of the Virgin Mary e) Brno – 
Zábrdovice the former Premonstratensian cloister with the Church of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary 
f) Krnov the former Minorite cloister with the Church of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary g) Fulnek the 
former Augustinian cloister with the Holy Trinity Church h) Uherské Hradiště the former Fransiscan with 
the Church of the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary.  
 
1 September 2010 – Pinďa. Designer: Jaroslav Němeček Printing: multicoloured offset Design: 
imprinted NVI ‘A’ stamp with a portrait of Fifinka.  The picture side shows the four friends ‘flying’ over 
their village of Třeskoprsky in a ‘cycle plane’. Retail price 12Kč. 
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Slovak Republic 
 
Unless otherwise stated FDCs are printed by TAB. sro, Bratislava 
 
16 April 2010 Personalities – Milan Hodža 
 

Designer: Vladislav Rostoka Engraver: Ján Skrisa (FDC cachet only) 
Printing: offset on Heidelberg Speedmaster Design: portrait of Milan 
Hodža (1878 –1944).  He was born in Sučany, the son of a Lutheran pastor 
and obtained degrees in law, philosophy and history and was fluent in 
seven languages.  He wrote for several newspapers, founded and edited 
Slovenský denník (Slovak Daily) and later Slovenský týžík (Slovak Weekly 
1903-1918) but was also an active politician.  From 1905 –1910 he was an 
elected member of the Hungarian parliament fighting for the civil rights and 
economic progress of non-Magyars.  During World War I he was a leading 

figure in the movement to found a Czecho-Slovak state.  After the founding of Czechoslovakia he was a 
prominent member of the Agrarian Party, held many government positions and from 1935 Prime Minister 
until September 1938 when the government resigned.  The remainder of his life was spent in exile finally 
in the USA where he died.  In June 2002 his remains were brought back to Slovakia and re-interned in 
the National Cemetery, Martin.  FDC: printed DS in brown-grey with commemorative Bratislava cancel.  
The cachet drawing is a portrait of Hodža with his initials and facsimile signature.  
 
4 May 2010 Europa 2010  Children’s Books.  
 

 
 
Designers: Albin and Daniel Brunovský Engraver: Martin Činovský (FDC 
cachet only) Printing: offset on Heidelberg Speedmaster  
 
 
Design: Albin Brunovský’s (1935-1997) illustration Meluzína Jozefína (Wailing 
Wind Josephina) from the Blue Book of Fairy Tales (1974) by L’ Feldek.  
 
 
FDC: printed DS in dark blue-grey with commemorative Bratislava cancel.  The 
cachet drawing is from the frontispiece of Blue Book of Fairy Tales. 
 
 
 

 
8 June 2010 FIFA World Cup Football 2010. 
 

 
Designer: Ivani Sarah Avni Graphic 
Layout: Adrian Ferda Printing: 
lenticular in sheets of two stamps. 
Design: the two stamps have 
footballers playing on a pitch towards 
a goal with stadium in the background.  
The method of printing has the players 
appearing to move and strike the ball.  
The sheet background is a football 
pitch within a stadium and the caption 
in Slovak and English ‘FIFA World 
Cup 2010’.  The reverse of the card 
has the final 32 countries in their 
playing groups represented by their 
national flag.  FDC: with a 
commemorative Bratislava cancel.  
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The cachet drawing is a series of pastel coloured globes superimposed on each other with 6 footballers 
in action around the inside rim.  

The World Football Cup 2010 was held in South Africa for the first time and it was the first time that a 
Slovak team qualified for the final 32 places.  Unfortunately they were defeated in their Group C.  The 
World Cup winners were Spain who beat Holland in the final with Uruguay in third place.    
 
18 June 2010 Beauties of Our Country – Chateaux 
 
Designers: Júlia Piačková (Betliar). Dr Igor Benca (Topol’čianky) Engravers: Arnold Feke (Betliar) 
Franišek Horniak(Topol’čianky) Printing: RD in sheets of 50 
 

Design: Castle Betliar – view of the front of the building with part 
of the formal garden design.  The original castle dates back to the 
first half of the 15th century built as a fortification against the 
Turks.  The Andrássy family owned the castle for many centuries 
and it was reconstructed several times.  The present castle was 
the result of extensive work by Emanuel Andrássy between 1880-
1886.  The castle has many valuable porcelain, ceramic and art 
collections but a more important library of historic volumes. 
Around the castle is an extensive park and more formal gardens.  

From 1988 to 1994 the castle was again reconstructed and refurbished for which it was given an 
international conservation award.   
 
FDC: printed DS in slate-purple with commemorative Bratislava cancel.  The cachet depicts part of the 
formal garden with a statue. 
 

Chateau Topol’čianky – view of the front of the building.  Evidence 
reveals foundations from the 13th century but by the middle of the 
16th century the building had been burnt down several times by 
Turkish forces.  The last major reconstruction of the renaissance 
period was during the 17th century.  Part of the chateau was 
demolished at the beginning of the 19th century and a classical 
wing added.  From 1890 to 1918 the castle was owned by 
Archduke Joseph August but nationalised when the new state was 
declared.  It then became a summer residence for Presidents of 

the Czechoslovak Republic.  In 1957 it became a holiday retreat for the Trade Union organisation ROH.  
Today it is owned by the Slovak Trade Unions with three Renaissance wings used as an hotel with 
restaurant and the Classicist wing is used as a museum.   
 
FDC: printed DS in black with commemorative Topol’čianky cancel.  The cachet drawing is of a statue 
within the grounds.  
 
 

Postal Stationery 
 
Postcards 
 
4 June 2010 (182 CDV 162/10) Bratislava Collectors Fair. Design: Adrián Ferda. Imprinted T2 50g 
stamp.  The cachet design has a globe with collectibles around it – postcard, stamp, pocket watch, 
money, letter etc.  Retail price 0.50Euros. 
 
4 June 2010 (183CDV 179/10) Poll for the Most Beautiful Stamp of 2009. Design Marian hat. 
Imprinted 0.40 Euro stamp in yellow showing a Gothic seal from Trnava with denomination in blue.  The 
stamp issued 2 June 2009 – Zofia Bosniakova was chosen and is reproduced in the left portion of the 
card with a decorative surround and a castle in the background.  Retail price 0.50Euros.   
 
 
 


